
 

 

Western Bone & Joint Institute  
MSK Innovation Competition 2020 

The Bone and Joint Institute in partnership with the Pierre L. Morrissette Institute for 
Entrepreneurship invites London-based entrepreneurs working in the area of musculoskeletal 
(MSK) health to pitch innovative ideas to a panel of friendly judges. This five-stage competition 
includes: 1) an innovation workshop, 2) submission of initial proposals, 3) selection of teams, 4) 
a mentorship program for selected participants and 5) a final pitch event. Sponsored by Western 
Bone & Joint Institute, this annual event will offer $30,000 to invest in the most promising MSK 
innovation idea.  

While the idea should be novel and sound, the competition is for the best pitch – i.e. the 
presentation that best convinces the panel on the value of the idea and how the $30,000 award 
would improve and/or better illustrate the potential and commercial value of the innovative idea 
itself.  

Objective & Eligibility 

Enhancing, supporting and celebrating a culture of entrepreneurship and commercialization among MSK 
experts is a priority at Western University. This initiative endeavors to cultivate skill sets that enable ideas 
to be successfully pitched to investors and promote entrepreneurial spirit. The Bone and Joint Institute MSK 
Innovation Competition is open to any London-based entrepreneurial MSK experts (e.g. from academic 
centres, research institutions, research hospitals, startups, etc.). Each team will require at least one Western 
faculty member, but anyone with the entrepreneurial itch can lead an application! Pitches from 
transdisciplinary teams are encouraged.  

How to participate:  

A call to participate for this competition will be announced via the BJI website: 
www.boneandjoint.uwo.ca and other Western communication platforms. 

What MSK innovation ideas are in scope?: Pitch ideas can be related to any aspect of MSK health. 

Format: This five-stage competition includes: 1) an innovation workshop, 2) submission of initial 
proposals, 3) selection of teams, 4) a mentorship program for selected participants and 5) a final pitch 
event. 

1. Innovation Workshop: open to all London-based entrepreneurial MSK experts interested in the 
MSK Innovation Competition. This event will provide participants with entrepreneurship and 
commercialization knowledge that will help them craft their initial proposals.  
 



 

 

2. Initial Proposals: The initial proposal will allow the competition organizers and reviewers to 
determine who the team members are, how novel and sound the innovation idea is, what the 
target market is, if the team can articulate the value of the idea, and how the $30,000 award 
would improve its potential and commercialization. 
 

3. Team Selection:  The initial proposals will undergo a review process and up to 6 teams will be 
invited into the mentorship program to prepare for the pitch event.  
 

4. Mentorship Program: The mentorship program will help teams develop and/or refine their 
business plan and transform their proposal into a convincing pitch. 
 

5. Pitch Event: During the pitch event, selected teams will give 10-minute presentations to the panel 
of judges. This will be followed by a 10-minute Q&A session with the panel. (This event will be 
by invitations only to help protect the ideas being presented). 

The objective is to share your idea and convince the panel that an investment of $30K would 
greatly contribute to moving the idea forward. The pitch should tell a story and highlight at 
minimum: 

• The idea and associated technology/product (what is it, what does it do) 

• The need or issue addressed (what is the problem) 

• The target audience/customer (addressable market) 

• What the investment will do to advance the idea (use of proceeds) 

• Commercial relevance of project (why is it commercially suited/important) 

• Any supporting data or relevant demo 

Other additional considerations for the presentation (i.e. preparation for the Q&A) include an 
understanding of the market potential, IP position or challenges, and what areas of expertise are 
being sought that members of the investment panel may possess and could provide. 

Judging criteria 

Initial Proposal Pitch 

• Has the team clearly articulates the value of the 
idea? 

• Has the team identified a need and market 
opportunity? 

• Does the team composition include the right 
people to move the idea forward? 

• Is there a convincing plan outlining how the 
$30,000 award would improve the innovation’s 
potential?  

• Overall, how novel and sound is the innovation 
proposal? 

• Has the pitch clearly articulated the value 
proposition? 

• Has the pitch demonstrated an addressable 
need and market opportunity? 

• Has the pitch demonstrated competitive 
differentiation? 

• Has the pitch described the use of proceeds? 
• How effective and convincing was the overall 

pitch? 
 

 


